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Highlights ot QLC 2023

Mayasa Al Emadi
Qatar Academy Doha

The QLC Conference 2023 was
a remarkable event that brought
together innovators, leaders, and
thought-provokers from vari-
ous fields. Hosted in a spirit of
collaboration and learning, the
conference was an unforgettable
experience. Let’s take a closer
look at some of the highlights
that made QLC 2023 an extraor-
dinary success.

The conference began with a se-
ries of inspiring keynote speech-
es that set the tone for the entire
event. Visionaries from diverse
backgrounds shared their in-
sights and experiences, motivat-
ing attendees to think differently,
embrace innovation, and make
a positive impact on the world.
These keynotes were a source of
inspiration and a reminder that
great change starts with great
ideas.

QLC 2023 featured a wide range
of panel discussions and inter-

active sessions. Experts in fields

healthcare, and more engaged in
lively debates and thought-pro-
voking discussions. Attendees
had the opportunity to delve into
important topics, exchange ideas,
and gain new perspectives on
some of the most pressing issues
of our time.

The conference also hosted a
series of workshops designed to
foster creativity and skill devel-
opment. These hands-on sessions
allowed participants to gain prac-
tical knowledge and experience
in fields such as design thinking,
digital marketing, and entrepre-
neurship. It was an opportunity

for attendees to roll up their
such as technology, sustainability, sleeves and engage with the con-

tent in a more immersive way.
QLC 2023 featured a technolo-
gy showcase that left attendees
in awe. The latest innovations
and breakthroughs in various
technological domains were on
display, giving participants a
glimpse into the future. From
artificial intelligence and virtu-
al reality to sustainable energy
solutions, the technology show-
case highlighted the incredible
progress being made in these
fields.

The conference celebrated the
intersection of technology, art,
and culture. Attendees were

treated to a rich display of
artistic creations, including
interactive art installations,
live performances, and cul-
tural exhibitions. This fusion
of creativity and technology
added a unique and vibrant
dimension to the event.

One of the most valuable as-
pects of the QLC Conference
was the networking opportu-
nities it provided. Attendees
had the chance to connect
with like-minded individuals,
potential collaborators, and
industry experts. The rela-
tionships formed during the
conference will undoubtedly
lead to future collaborations
and endeavours.

The conference’s success
wouldn’t have been possible
without the dedication and
hard work of the unsung he-
roes behind the scenes. From
the administrative team, press
team, and IT specialists to
the conference coordinators,
their commitment and me-

ticulous attention to detail
ensured a seamless and
professional experience for
all participants.

In conclusion, the QLC
Conference 2023 was a
resounding success, bring-
ing together visionaries,
innovators, and passionate
individuals. It showcased
the power of collaboration
and the impact of technol-
ogy on various aspects of
our lives. From the inspi-
rational keynotes to the
networking opportunities
and the behind-the-scenes
heroes, QLC 2023 will be
remembered as an event
that inspired, educated, and
celebrated the potential of
human innovation. As we
look forward to the future,
it’s clear that the lessons
learned and connections
made at the conference
will continue to shape and
impact our world for years
to come.

Heads of QLC!

Mayasa Al Emadi
Qatar Academy Doha

2023 an outstanding event. He
remarked, “This conference has
been a fantastic collaboration

In the world of conferences and among all our teams. From the
events, the spotlight often shines Admin team and the Press Team

on the speakers, the topics, and o the Conference Coordinators,

the grandeur of the occasion.
However, behind the scenes,
there’s a group of dedicated

they have consistently and collec-
tively worked hard to create a pro-
fessional and seamless experience

individuals who work tirelessly for all our partners. A heartfelt

to ensure that everything runs

thank you to all the participants

seamlessly. These are the unsung and presenters for joining us dur-

heroes of the QLC Conference
2023. In this article, we'll delve

ing this special weekend”
AlGhala Al Tamimi, the Deputy

into the stories and quotes from Head of Admin from QAD,
key individuals who played cru- conveyed her pride in managing a
cial roles in making this confer- remarkable team in her native

€nce a grand success.

Arabic, saying, “;.ll W8 8ol b5

Mehul Menon, QLC Conference Jz1 oo odaz Jis oo JSI TS die byé50 &

Coordinator from ASD, elo-

»é3bl lis v Her words encapsu-

success.
Maram Al Hajri, who managed
the admin team, from QAD,
shared her positive experience
with managing the administra-
tors. She remarked, “Managing
the admins has been good, and
I like it because it was a nice ex-
perience.” Her leadership played
a crucial role in ensuring the

the invaluable contributions
of the press team, saying, “It’s
all thanks to our phenome-
nal press team that the QLC
conference has been running
like a dream. Their dedication
and hard work have turned
challenges into opportunities,
and together, we've created
something truly amazing”

administrative side of the confer-Her words highlighted the

ence ran smoothly.

critical role the press team

Ahmad Al Mawlawi, the Deputy played in ensuring a seam-

Head of Admins, from QAD,
bore witness to the incredible
dedication and unwavering

commitment of the admin team.

He described them as unsung

less flow of information and
communication throughout
the event.

Karim Abbas, the Head of
IT, from QAD, celebrated the

heroes who keep the gears of the exceptional role played by the

organisation turning smoothly.

IT team, referring to them as

Their meticulous attention to de- “invisible heroes” He men-

tail, problem-solving skills, and
willingness to go the extra mile

tioned their ability to find
solutions in challenges and

Arman, a member of the
press team, praised his col-
leagues, saying, “Our press
team at the QLC Confer-
ence has been nothing short
of phenomenal. Their ded-
ication and tireless efforts
have turned challenges into
opportunities, and together,
we've created something
truly amazing. They are the
champions of communi-
cation and the heartbeat of
our event.”

In conclusion, the QLC
Conference 2023 was a
testament to the dedication
and hard work of a diverse
group of individuals and
teams.

lated the dedication and hard
work of the administrative team
that contributed to the event’s

quently expressed his apprecia-
tion for the collaborative effort
that made the QLC Conference

are truly inspiring. make the extraordinary seem
Maryam Al Mana, the Head of ordinary, ensuring the seam-
Press, from QAD, acknowledged less flow of this grand event.
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Navigating Conflict: The Art of
Resolution at QLC

Maryam Al Sulaiti

Qatar Academy Doha experiences, making it fertile ground

for differences of opinion. However,
rather than seeing conflict as a
problem, QLC encourages delegates
to view it as an opportunity for
growth and learning.

Contflict is an inevitable part of
human interaction, and when it
comes to leadership positions and
personal relationships, the ability
to effectively resolve conflicts is a
crucial skill. The Qatar Leadership
Conference (QLC) understands the
significance of conflict resolution,
and in this article, we will explore
the strategies and real-life examples
of successful conflict resolution
that delegates experience at this
transformative event.

One of the key strategies for conflict
resolution is open and respectful
communication. QLC emphasises
the importance of active listening
and constructive dialogue. Delegates
are encouraged to express their
views clearly and respectfully while
actively listening to others.

Through exercises, workshops, and
discussions, students learn how to
communicate effectively, addressing
conflicts directly and proactively.

Conflict arises from differences in
perspectives, needs, and priorities.
At QLC, participants come from

diverse backgrounds, cultures, and

This enables them to create an

atmosphere of trust and openness,
where conflicts can be approached
with empathy and understanding.

In conclusion, conflict resolution

is an essential aspect of leadership
and personal relationships, and QLC

provides a rich learning ground

for these skills. Through open and

respectful communication, conflict

resolution models, mediation,
negotiation, and compromise,
QLC empowers its delegates to

address conflicts with empathy and
understanding. These skills not only
benefit the delegates individually but
also contribute to creating a more

harmonious and collaborative
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“Reaching your full potential”

we can achieve rather than

Maryam Al Sulaiti ] R
Qatar Academy Doha dwelling on our limitations.
The resounding theme that
echoed through the room
Within the vibrant

was simple: look on the
bright side.With an eloquent
and relatable delivery,

Nour introduced a series of
techniques to the captivated
audience, including
affirmations, positive self-
talk, and the crux of the
session — goal setting. He
explained that setting goals is
akin to having a “compass to
guide our lives,” allowing us
to navigate our journey with
clarity and determination.
To drive home the concept
of goal setting, Nour
employed a vivid metaphor.
He asked the audience to
envision a finish line and

a starting line. These two
evidence, he delved into the  11y5rkers symbolized the

intricate art of nurturinga  transformative role of goals,
mindset that focuses on what illustrating how they can

atmosphere of the Qatar
Leadership Conference
(QLC), one workshop

stood out as a beacon of
motivation and personal
growth: “Reaching Your Full
Potential.” Hosted by the
remarkable Muataz Nour,
this session delved into the
profound impact of positive
self-talk and the art of goal
setting, igniting the spirits of
attendees with insights that
can be life-altering. Muataz
Nour began his workshop by
emphasising the significance
of positive self-talk in our
daily lives. Drawing upon

a wealth of supporting

lead us from where we begin
to where we aim to be. This

simple yet powerful imagery
resonated deeply, illustrating

how setting goals provides us

with a clear path to follow.

Muataz Nour was not
content with merely
introducing the concept

of goal setting; he delved
deeper, introducing the
audience to the idea

of “smart goals.” With
clarity and precision, he
explained that goals should
be Specific, Measurable,
Achievable, Relevant, and
Time-bound.To illustrate,
he contrasted a vague goal
such as “I want to be better
at math” with a smart

goal: “I want to improve
my math skills, by the end
of the semester, through
consistent tutoring and
practice, using this tutoring

service and these tests.” This clear
distinction showcased how specific,
measurable, achievable, relevant,
and time-bound goals pave the way
for effective personal growth and
achievement.In addition to their
structuring role, Nour emphasized
how SMART goals provide
individuals with a clear vision of
what they aim to achieve in life.
positive mindset, highlighting the
significance of using SMART goals
as a tool to nurture this mindset.
In a world where motivation and
direction are often sought, Muataz
Nour’s workshop at QLC served

as a guiding light on the power

of positive self-talk and goal
setting. His insights were not only
enlightening but also actionable,
providing attendees with the tools
to embark on a journey towards
their full potential. At QLC, it was
a reminder that when we shift our
perspectives and set clear goals, we
unlock the doors to a brighter and
more purposeful future.
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Take a look through the
Insightful mind of Ghanim Al

Kubaisi

Maryam Al Sulaiti
Qatar Academy Doha

Ghanim initiated this enlightening
workshop with a thought-
provoking question: “What is

the essence of critical thinking?”
This query immediately engaged
the audience, compelling them to
reflect on the nature and impact
of critical thinking. Ghanim
proceeded to delve into the
intricacies of this concept, offering
a profound insight by quoting,
“The essence of the independent
mind lies not in what it thinks, but
in how it thinks.”

In his presentation, Ghanim also
emphasized what critical thinking
is not. He pointed out that not all
quick learners possess the ability
to be critical thinkers, elucidating
that critical thinking is not merely
about thinking quickly but rather
about the thought process itself.

He stressed that it extends beyond
problem-solving and encompasses
a broader spectrum of cognitive

skills.

The paramount significance of
critical thinking lies in its capacity
to enhance our intellectual
acumen. However, Ghanim
underscored that possessing
critical thoughts does not
necessarily translate into academic
intelligence. Critical thinking
equips individuals to interpret

any subject matter effectively.

It involves the meticulous
examination of information,
refraining from immediate
acceptance, and cultivating our
ability to formulate well-reasoned
arguments and conclusions.

To illustrate the value of critical
thinking, Ghanim shared a
personal anecdote from his
experience at Georgetown. He
recounted a peculiar assignment
from his early days as a student,

where his professor presented

a writing task with no context:

“Is water better for the body

than sand?” His friend advised
him not to focus on the obvious
health benefits of water but rather
to deconstruct the components
and consider the opposing
viewpoint, questioning the
reliability of the information.

Ghanim urged the audience to
be introspective and identify
the areas in which they might
lack critical thinking skills. He
stressed that being a critical
thinker does not guarantee a
predetermined outcome, and that
not possessing these skills can
lead to societal shortcomings.
If everyone embraced critical
thinking, it could potentially
bridge divisions and enable
individuals to discern right
from wrong. Critical thinking
plays a crucial role in multiple
facets of life. To cultivate this
skill, one must take the role of

a philosopher, wearing the shoes
of curiosity and constantly asking
“why” and “how.”

Furthermore, Ghanim urged the
audience never to underestimate
individuals from disadvantaged
backgrounds, often referring to
those marginalised communities
such as the economically
disadvantaged or women. He
pointed out that critical thinking
is frequently overlooked in these
situations. He emphasised the
importance of verifying the
accuracy of information and not
taking it for granted, regardless of
the source.

We thank Mr. Ghanim for his
insightful workshop and have
resolved to reflect on our own
gaps in critical thinking, and we
encourage all our readers to do the
same!

Inside the Minds of Participants

Maryam Al Sulaiti
Qatar Academy Doha

In our extensive interviews
conducted across a diverse
spectrum of schools in

Qatar, such as the American
School of Doha (ASD), Vision
International School (VIS),
Dukhan Academy, and

Qatar International School
(QIS), we uncovered a rich

tapestry of experiencesand ~ the bonds forged with a
perspectives related to the diverse group of peers.
Qatar Leadership Conference This aspect of building

(QLC). These insights offered
a deeper understanding of the
impact and resonance of this
event within the educational
community. Students from
different schools resonated

with the positive aspects
of their QLC experience.
A student from VIS, for
example, enthusiastically
recounted how the
experience was not only
informative but also
immensely enjoyable. They
emphasized the significant
role that QLC played in
expanding their social
network, mentioning

new friendships and
connections underscores
the community-building
aspect of the conference,
enabling students from
various schools to

come together and foster
meaningful relationships.

At Dukhan Academy, one
participant was so impressed
with their QLC experience
that they rated it a perfect 10
out of 10. This remarkable
endorsement reflects the
exceptional value they
derived from the conference.
It highlights the level of
engagement, learning, and
inspiration that students can
gain from their participation
in QLC. This positive
feedback underscores the
effectiveness of QLC in
fostering personal growth
and leadership development
among students. While

these interviews showcased

seated love for QLC.

This shared enthusiasm
demonstrates the unifying
power of the conference,
bringing students together
regardless of their school
affiliations. It underscores
how QLC has successfully
established itself as an
influential platform that
resonates with young
minds, empowering

them to grow as leaders
and fostering a sense

of community among
Qatar’s youth.

the diverse backgrounds
and perspectives of the
participants, they all shared
a common thread: a deep-
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Community Engagement:

Jaidaa El Gharbawy
Qatar International School

Some QLC students noticed
that kids in their community,
who didn’t have many
resources, were struggling

to get a good education. So,
they decided to do something
about it. They started a project
that provided free tutoring
and educational materials

to these children. This effort
not only improved the kids’
grades but also gave them hope
for a brighter future through
education.

Another group of students
from QLC was concerned
about the environment in
their area. They organised a
community clean-up event.
During this event, they
picked up litter, educated the
community about responsible
waste disposal, and even
planted trees to make their
environment cleaner and

greener.

In another case, some QLC
participants noticed that
elderly residents in a local care
facility were feeling lonely

and isolated. They decided

to take action. They began
visiting the facility regularly,
spending time with the elderly
residents, and organising fun
activities for them. This simple
act of kindness significantly
improved the emotional well-
being of the elderly, making
them feel more connected and

happy.

These stories aren’t just about
numbers or statistics. They’re
about real transformations

in both communities and
individuals. QLC’s community
service projects do more than
just improve education, clean
up the environment, or boost
well-being. They instil values
like empathy, responsibility,
and a commitment to service

|
Please speak
in
full sentences.

e

that last a lifetime.

Leadership isn't just about
holding titles; it’s about taking

action. QLC’s community projects

teach students that true leaders
are those who actively work to
make society better. Through
these experiences, students learn
the importance of teamwork,
effective communication, and
problem-solving — all essential
skills for leadership.

=

What's even more remarkable
is that the impact of QLC’s
community projects goes
beyond the conference.
Graduates of QLC continue to
carry out similar initiatives in
their schools and communities.
This creates a ripple effect of
positive change, embodying
the concept of sustainable
leadership — ensuring that their
actions lead to long-lasting and
meaningful impacts.

Demystifying Global Dynamics:
Geopolitics Workshop

Omar Hamdan
Qatar International School

Kicking off the workshops
present was geopolitics in
international relations, presented
by Mr Aryan Shrivastava, the best
way to describe the workshop
was needed. In this day and age
it is imperative to stay updated
on current world government
mechanics, motives and so

on. This workshop offered just
that, an opportunity to invest
your mind into current relevant
world struggles and diving
deeper into what triggered

them. As well as past historical
examples and who truly holds

control over such conflicts. Much
can be said however I can best
describe it as an adventure and

we hop from country to country
allowing ourselves to be more

and more enveloped within each
of these countries environments,
struggles, and culture around such
situations. This QLC workshop
takes participants on an exciting
voyage through the complexity of
today’s world. It provides a forum
for participants to investigate the
complex web of global politics, the
dynamic geopolitical dynamics,
and the important problems

that influence global affairs. In

a world where interconnection

is more apparent than ever, this
program gives people the skills

and information they need to
understand and successfully
navigate the global stage. The
workshop’s highly regarded
facilitators, who bring a wealth
of expertise, enthusiasm,

and experience to the table,
constitute its core. By sharing
their knowledge, academics,
diplomats, and experts in
international relations make
the complex field of geopolitics
interesting and approachable.
They lead participants through
the background information,
the contemporary international
issues, Aryan Shrivastava’s
practical approach to geopolitics
and international relations is
one of its main advantages. It

is encouraged for participants

to have animated conversations,
hold debates, and work together
to solve problems. The program
places a strong emphasis on the
value of critical thinking and
comprehending many points of
view. In addition, the program
includes real time situations and
case studies occurring at this
moment that actual international
negotiators are dealing with.
Participants face the challenges
of making decisions in the
complicated field of international
relations by putting themselves
in the shoes of diplomats,
ambassadors, and policymakers.
Participants in the QLC program
on geopolitics and international
relations come away with enduring
insights.
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Philosophy for the modern mind

Omar Hamdan
Qatar International School

With the first day of QLC
being a success it is hard not
to mention this workshop

as one of the most defining
workshops. Alanoud

Hamad Al Thani was able

to effortlessly deliver an
incredible workshop engaging
the audience and allowing

for discussions to take place
which truly let these ideas
and philosophies she was
teaching sink in. We can agree
that debating an idea is one
of the core ways to learn both
perspectives on a matter and
this was personified in this
workshop with the presenter
allowing for thoughtful
comments, questions and
opinions to be shared between

each other and across the class.

The speaker herself was clearly
very passionate about the
topic she was presenting on
and opened the floor for any
members who have inquiries
or wished to debate during the
workshop. With philosophy
their may never be a full

truth or devout answer but
the precision of preparation
showcased here coupled

with the incredibly informative
presentation takes you on a journey to
reconsider your position and beliefs in
this world

Ideas are the lifeblood of progress and
innovation. They have the power to
change the world, inspire movements,
and transform lives. Yet, as ideas
spring forth, they often face the
crucible of philosophical challenges
that can either temper them into steel
or reduce them to ashes. Philosophical
challenges are the crucible in which
ideas are refined. They encompass the
ethical, logical, and epistemological
questions that confront every idea as
it strives to become more than just

a fleeting thought. These challenges
force us to confront our assumptions,
biases, and beliefs, and compel us

to defend and refine our ideas. They
are the whetstones against which our
ideas are sharpened.

find that the skills and perspectives
gained in the workshop enhance
their ability to communicate,
persuade, and lead. In fields as
diverse as science, business, politics,
and the arts, the ability to defend
and refine ideas is a valuable asset.

crucial logic and proof are for proving a point.
The workshop also covered some ethical
difficulties: An idea’s ability to be accepted and
succeed depends heavily on ethical issues. The
workshop delves into inquiries concerning the
ethical ramifications and effects of concepts. It
invites participants to think about the moral

The workshop highlights the value
context in which their concepts are based.

of philosophy as a tool for idea
fortification. Philosophy is often seen
as an abstract and esoteric discipline,
but it is, at its core, a practical toolkit
for critical thinking and problem-
solving. It equips participants with
the ability to dissect and analyse
ideas with precision”From Ideas to
Armor” is not confined to the realm
of abstract philosophy. It has real-
world applications. Participants often

The workshop also had philosophy
presented from many perspectives
afar such as showcasing challenges
to Epistemology: These concerns
centre on the methods by which we
arrive at our knowledge. Participants
are encouraged to consider the
reliability of their beliefs and the
sources of their knowledge during
the workshop. It highlights how

I wholeheartedly believe that knowledge taken
from this workshop and applied to everyday
life will legitimately withstand the test of time
and prove itself a weapon of defence against
the hateful or offence against the ignorant.

It is workshops like these that define QLC

and allow it to stand out in its benefits and
importance.

Omar Hamdan
Qatar International School

A true highlight of QLC is the
incredible people you get to
interact with that stem from
all corners of the world; we
were lucky enough to get the
opportunity to interview some
of the international attendees
and presenters. The first was
Evan Estrada, an international
presenter hailing from Boston,
USA. When describing his
QLC experience so far as eye-
opening, amazing, specifically
he relished the opportunity to
work alongside the large and
diverse group of individuals
from countries like Ghana,
Palestine, even South Africa.
His workshop: Globe-trotter
interviews: Unravelling Cross-
Cultural Conversations, in
which he teaches the art of
staying culturally aware during
interviews and reinstated
their importance in today’s
society, increasing the global
connections familiarising this
year’s QLC theme into a more
real and grounded approach.

We were also able to interview
international attendee Sara
AlKhitary who had travelled
from the neighbouring

International Interviews:
Mindsets across the wr\

country of Saudi Arabia. ! g Ny
When asked about her recent AT
impressions of QLC so far; N
she spoke highly of not only 4 ‘
the workshops she attended 4
but the people she met and
interacted with of different
cultures and countries. We
asked for her opinion on any
of the workshops she attended
and told us she was delighted
to be in the workshop hosted
by Alanoud Hamad AlThani,
from ideas to armour. Conquer
Philosophical challenges and
fortify your ideas. She enjoyed
the historical aspects of the
workshop and how informed
the speaker was about

her topic of choice. When
asked what Ms. AlKhitary
wished to get from QLC as

an experience. Her reply

was a chance to develop her
leadership skills and master
communication and she
continued to speak about the
importance of communication
skills in everyday use.
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The Future of Qatar’s Youth Power

Al Mayasa Al Emadi
Qatar Academy Doha

In the heart of Doha, where
the vibrant cityscape meets
the promise of Qatar’s future,
a remarkable initiative is
underway. The Qatar Youth
Power (QYP) program is

not just shaping the leaders
of tomorrow, but also
empowering the youth of
today. Among the many
inspiring stories that emerge
from this program, one that
stands out is the incredible
journey of Rebecca Magness,
a young presenter whose
workshop has become a
beacon of hope for aspiring
youth in the country.

Qatar Youth Power, a
multifaceted initiative aimed
at nurturing the potential of
Qatar’s young generation, is

a testament to the nation’s
commitment to investing in
its youth. Through various
programs, it empowers young
individuals by providing them
with the skills, knowledge, and
networks they need to make

a significant impact on their
communities and beyond.
Rebecca Magness, a bright

“Rebecca Magness: The Future of Qatar’s Youth
Power - A Story of Empowerment

and passionate young individual,
has emerged as a beacon of hope
within the QYP program. With an

unwavering dedication to empowering

her peers, she has established a
workshop that not only imparts
essential life skills but also instills a
sense of self-belief in the hearts of
those who attend.Rebecca’s journey
began with a deep-seated belief in the
potential of the youth in Qatar. She
saw in them a wealth of untapped
talent, and she was determined to
provide them with the tools they
needed to shine brightly on the global
stage.

Rebecca’s presenter workshop is a
testament to her vision. Designed to
help young individuals harness their
potential as effective communicators
and presenters, the workshop covers
a wide array of skills. Participants
learn the art of public speaking,
effective storytelling, and persuasive
communication. But it goes beyond
that; it fosters self-confidence,
leadership, and the ability to express
oneself with clarity and conviction.
Through interactive sessions,
mentorship, and hands-on practice,

|
1

Rebecca’s workshop transforms
timid voices into powerful orators.
The impact is not limited to public
speaking but extends to everyday
life, enabling the participants to
approach challenges with newfound
resilience and self-assuredness.

The Qatar Youth Power program
and Rebecca Magness’s presenter
workshop exemplify the nation’s
commitment to fostering a
generation of empowered and
capable young leaders. The initiative
recognizes that Qatar’s future
prosperity is intricately tied to the
development and nurturing of

its youth. Rebecca’s work serves

) ¢
ConNEeCT:

as a model for how individuals can make a
significant difference by investing their time,
expertise, and passion into the lives of others.
Her vision and dedication inspire others to
believe in the power of youth and their ability
to shape a brighter future for Qatar and the
world.

As the sun sets over the Doha skyline, the
Qatar Youth Power program continues to
inspire and empower, and Rebecca Magness’s
workshop stands as a shining example of the
heights that can be reached when youth power
is harnessed and guided in the right direction.
Qatar’s future is undoubtedly in capable hands
with young leaders like Rebecca guiding the
way.

Jaida El Gharbawy
Qatar International School

Starting off the second day

of QLC was what many
attendants believe to be one
of the best workshops of the
conference, led by Awrad
Mousa, The Art of Debate:
Mastering Persuasion was a
fan favourite for those able

to attend it. Riddled with
group activities and enticing
class discussions it allowed
everyone to engage with each
other with a fascinating range
of topics: whether Pineapple
does or does not belong on
pizza, as well as who reigns
supreme waffles or pancakes.
Additionally there were

a plethora of memorable
moments that resonated with
the participants that day. From
having a gifted young vocalist
perform a rendition of rolling
in the deep to the speaker
herself deciding to play mind
games with her participants in
the final activities.

What set this workshop apart
was the very present sense

of comfort and relatability
present, a very visible
connection made between
the speaker and listener. The

The power of words: the work-

shop

workshop itself was brimming
with information going into
depth about public speaking,
and debating skills. Dare I

say, a one size fits all style

was developed during the
production of this workshop.
The Art of Debate helped
provide skills and teach many

information, finding use to most
if not all information presented to
them today.

The Art of Persuasion also gave
the opportunity to tailor the
speaking style to the individual
themselves, allowing them to feel

of debate and persuasion

attendees, all in different stages
of life and levels of experience,
a basic foundation on which
to build and fortify their
abilities and future experience.
To the many students there
wishing to take one more and
more leadership roles and
speak publicly more often,

this allowed for an incredible
opportunity to dabble within
the confines of arguing and

its roots; slowly dissecting the
larger picture until the points
beneath are clearly visible.

One might expect such a topic
to overwhelm the average
student yet due to the up

to date relevant examples
presented, this way everyone
was able to relate it to personal
experience and articulate the

more comfortable when ranting or
making a point. Moreover, great
points such as using emotions

to your advantage, in the use of
Pathos (alongside ethos and logos),
in doing so it broadened the
attendees and I likewise horizons.

As unofficial participants I and
other press team members were
able to be involved in a rapid
speed round debate game, honing
our ability to think on our feet,
rebutting points and developing
counter arguments. It was these
types of activities that I believe
highlighted the best feature of
both QLC and this workshop as

it allowed for full participation

of the entire class, not a singular
person not talking to someone new
and sharing and discussing their
thoughts on the matter or motion
presented.
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